Sir Andrew Clark, who was warmly received, said : It is within my knowledge that this subject has engaged a considerable portion of Mr. Burdett's time for manv years.
I dare say the paper may be found to be a little difficult to follow, but I beg that, in return for the care and time he has devoted to it, you will give your close attention to its reading.
At the conclusion of the paper (vide The Hospital, p. 40") Mr. Burdett said :?I now come to the most difficult part of the subject which has caused delay in the scheme. The difficulty lies, as all these matters do lie, in the question of cost of participation. to stir all our energies to their very depths to do our utmost for poor sufferers, and how sometimes we ourselves suffer by the diseases which we contract from those we live among and minister to?when I think of all these things (although I am now removed to another sphere of work), I do feel, looking at this large and representative gathering, that the same earnestness of purpose which animates me will animate you to-night. I only hope that this work, which has been a labour of love to me, will, by God's blessing and your help and self-denial, end in great results? nay, in magnificent results, because it will make it impossible for any of us ever again to see those who have ministered to the sick having no home or refuge but the workhouse to which they can go when illness or old age conies upon them.
